
A Celebration of 

Glen Coveôs History

Å Historical Overview 

Å Sign up today to be a part of Glen 

Coveôs history as a volunteer 

committee member for Glen Coveôs 

350/100 Anniversaries in 2018



GC350 Mission Statement

Buildpride and awareness of Glen Coveôs rich and colorful history and 
encourage participation in its bright future.

Inspireoptimism and an appreciation of the Cityôs growth and evolution 
through participation and multi-faceted engagement in historic, 

educational, social and cultural events and activities.

Align residents, schools, cultural and fraternal organizations, religious 

groups, corporations, businesses and City resources to showcase and 

celebrate Glen Coveôs milestones and assets.



GC350 Mission Statement

Create and deliver a year-long series of programs, exhibits, learning 

activities special events and initiatives to showcase the City of Glen Cove 

and encourage widespread participation.

DocumentGlen Coveôs history for future generations, from oral histories 

and family photographs to municipal milestones, using new technology 

applications for access via digital and social media channels.

Generate opportunities to raise funds to support and underwrite all 

GC350 programs through a robust sponsorship and marketing outreach 

campaign. 



A Celebration of 

Glen Coveôs History

350th Anniversary of the

Founding of Glen Cove

1668  ï2018

100th Anniversary of 

Glen Cove, the City 

1918  ï2018



Where Weôve Beené

This North Shore area was 

known as Matinecock ï

ñat the hilly landò in the 

Algonkian Indian language

A desirable location that 

was inhabited by Native 

Americans of the 

Matinecock Chieftancy and,

ü Claimed by both the Dutch 

and the English until 1664

ü After 1664, claimed by both 

the Towns of Oyster Bay and 

Hempstead

Matinecock

Musquito Cove

Musketa Cove

Muskeeto Cove

Masketicove

Muscheda -cove

Moscheto Cove
Glen Cove

Glencoe



1668 ïLand is SOLD!

May 24th, 1668 ïMatinecock to Musquito Cove Plantation sale            

of the land surrounding the Creek and northward was completed        

between Joseph Carpenter of Warwick R.I. and Suscaneman and         

Werah of the Matinecocks

Mural located in Main Chambers                                   

City Hall



Glen Cove Founders

November 1668 ïNathaniel Coles, Robert Coles, Abia 

Carpenter and Thomas Townsend, signed on as partners 

with Joseph Carpenter



A Community with an Identity Crisis

É Muscheda cove ïas in original settlement 

documents ïroughly translates in the 

Algonkian Indian language as ñplace of rushesò

É 1818 ïWith establishment of the first Post Office, the name   

officially became Musquito Cove (again)

É 1833ïTo break any connection with the pesky insect, the name 

was officially changed to Moscheto Cove

1834ïStill not good enough to attract visitors traveling by 

steamboat from New York City, the name ñGlencoeò was 

suggested at a community meeting, but mis-transcribed as 

ñGlen Coveò



The Birth of our Community and Early ñFirstsò

É 1783ïFirst district school established in the community

É 1818ïFirst Post Office established under the name Musquito Cove

É 1829ïSteamboat service from NYC to Musquito Cove is initiated

May 24, 1668 ïGlen Coveôs birthday 

the Musquito Cove Plantations settlement is established by 

Joseph Coles with purchase of a tract from the Matinecock 

Indians



Did you know?

1834 ïResidents change village name to Glen Cove

É 1837 ïGlen Cove Volunteer Fire Department is formed

É 1867 ïLong Island Railroad service is extended to Glen Cove

1868ïGlen Coveôs Bicentennial was celebrated

É 1872 ïTelegraph service established between Glen Cove and NYC

É 1881ïFirst telephone service in Glen Cove 

1893ïThe community celebrated its 225th Anniversary with 

the laying of the cornerstone of a new school building at the 

corner of Dosoris Lane and Forest Avenue

É 1894ïGlen Cove Public Library founded; Chartered by NYS in 1897



Glen Cove Aspires to Become a City

É June 8, 1917 ïIncorporation papers filed with New York State; later 

that year a Charter was drawn up, and an election held for a Mayor 

and four City Councilmen

Photo courtesy of the Glen Cove Public Library

Robert R. Coles Long Island History Collection

January 1918 ïFirst City Council sworn in at the 1907 Justices 

Court Building, which becomes the first City Hall and City Court



Glen Coveôs Historical Highlights
É 1959 ïThe Glen Cove Public Library relocated 

É 1964ïA new firehouse was dedicated at its current location

É July 4, 1967 ïGlen Coveôs Tri-Centennial Year officially kicked off 

celebrating both the founding, and its 50-year anniversary as a city

É January 1, 1968 ïOfficial recognition of the 50th anniversary of Glen Cove 

as a city

May 24, 1968 ïGlen Coveôs 300th Birthday, the commencement of a 

Tri-Centennial Week of events


